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Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) Policy

Introduction
At Morley Meadow Primary, we recognise that the personal development of children,
spiritually, morally, socially and culturally (SMSC), plays a significant part in their

ability to learn and achieve.

At Morley Meadow Primary, we aim to deliver an education that provides pupils with
opportunities to explore and develop their own values and beliefs. This can include

spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour, a positive caring attitude
towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an

appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures.

Aims

e To ensure that everyone connected with the school is aware of our values and
principles.

o To ensure a consistent approach to the delivery of SMSC issues through the
curriculum and the general life of the school.

e To ensure that a pupil's education is set within a context that is meaningful and
appropriate to their age, aptitude and background.

e To ensure that pupils know what is expected of them and why.

e To give each pupil a range of opportunities to reflect upon and discuss their
beliefs, feelings and responses to personal experience.

e To enable pupils to develop an understanding of their individual and group
identity.

e To enable pupils to begin to develop an understanding of their social and cultural
environment and an appreciation of the many cultures that now enrich our
society.

o To give each pupil the opportunity to explore social and moral issues, and

develop a sense of social and moral responsibility.

Curriculum Planning and Delivery

At Morley Meadow Primary, development in SMSC will take place within assemblies
and across all curriculum areas, within activities that encourage pupils to recognise
the spiritual dimension of their learning, reflect on the significance of what they are
learning, and to recognise any challenges that there may be to their own attitude
and lifestyle. All curriculum areas should seek illustrations and examples drawn from

as wide a range of cultural contexts as possible.



At Morley Meadow Primary, curriculum areas and class discussions provide pupils

opportunities to:

e Work co-operatively and collaboratively.

¢ Talk about personal experiences and feelings.

e Listen and talk to each other, express and clarify their own ideas and beliefs.

e Speak about difficult events, e.g. bullying, death etc.

e Share thoughts and feelings with other people.

o Agree and disagree.

e Explore relationships with friends/family/others.

e Consider others' needs and behaviour.

e Show empathy.

o Develop self-esteem and a respect for others; as well as an awareness of treating
all as equals, and accepting people who are physically or mentally different.

e Develop a sense of belonging.

e Develop the skills and attitudes that enable pupils to develop socially, morally,
spiritually and culturally, e.g. empathy, respect, open mindedness, sensitivity,

critical awareness etc. (for comprehensive list see attached sheet).

SMSC Lessons

During SMSC lessons, a safe environment is created by the staff and confidentiality
boundaries are established at an early stage. At all times staff will respect and take
into account individual lifestyle choices and discuss sensitive issues using the third

person. Difficult questions will be answered in a sensitive, age appropriate manner.

Teaching will take into account the ability, age, readiness, and cultural backgrounds
of our young people and those with English as a second language to ensure that all
can fully access SMSC education provision. We will ensure that pupils with special
educational needs receive access to SMSC education by providing differentiated
activities, access to support staff or small group learning, if appropriate.

This policy is supported by other school policies including PSHE, Religious Education

and Behaviour.

Spiritual Development

At Morley Meadow we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils

to:
. Sustain their self-esteem in their learning experience.
o Develop their capacity for critical and independent thought.

. Foster their emotional life and express their feelings.



. Experience moments of stillness and reflection.

. Discuss their beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences.
. Form and maintain worthwhile and satisfying relationships.
. Reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life.

Moral Development

At Morley Meadow, we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils

to:

. Recognise the unique value of each individual.

. Recognise the challenge of Jesus' teaching.

° Listen and respond appropriately to the views of others.

. Gain the confidence to cope with setbacks and learn from mistakes.
. Take initiative and act responsibly with consideration for others.

° Distinguish between right and wrong.

° Show respect for the environment.

o Make informed and independent judgements.

Social Development

At Morley Meadow Primary, we aim to promote opportunities that will enable pupils

to:

° Develop an understanding of their individual and group identity.

o Learn about service in the school and wider community.

. Begin to understand the Christian and other faiths' imperative for social

justice and a concern for the disadvantaged.

Cultural Development

At Morley Meadow Primary, we aim to promote opportunities that will enable pupils

to:

o Recognise the value and richness of cultural diversity in Britain, and how these
influence individuals and society.

° Recognise Christianity as a worldwide faith.

. Develop an understanding of their social and cultural environment.

. Develop an understanding of Britain's local, national, European,

Commonwealth and global dimensions.

Drug Education

Morley Meadow Primary will provide access for all its pupils to a programme of drug,
alcohol and tobacco education. This will be delivered through the science and Jigsaw
PSHE curriculum. This curriculum will take account of the developmental needs of
pupils and provide relevant and accurate information on which they may base

decisions. The programme will utilise a range of teaching methods and will provide



opportunities for information to be explored as well as received, and for attitudes to

be considered in the light of new information and experience.

Assessment and Feedback

We mainly use formative assessment to inform planning and support. Based on a

teacher's assessment of their class, they will change the planning as necessary.

Monitoring

At Morley Meadow Primary School, provision for SMSC is monitored and reviewed on

a regular basis. This is achieved by:

. Monitoring of termly planning, teaching and learning.

° Regular and annual discussion at staff and governors’ meetings accordingly.
° Reviewing policies and Schemes of Work.

o Sharing of classroom work and practice.

° Reviewing Collective Worship policy and practice.

Resources

The Jigsaw PSHE Primary Programme forms the main curriculum spine of SMSC

lessons at Morley Meadow Primary. Pupils will be taught through six underlying core

themes, within which there will be broad overlap and flexibility: -

Being Me In My World _| _ Celebrating Difference | __DreamsandGoals ___| ____Healthyme | Relationships _| _____ Changineme ___|

Self-identity
Understanding feelings
Being in 3 classroom
Being gentle

Rights and responsibilities

Fesling special and safe
Being part of a class

Rights and responsibilities
Rewards and feeling proud
Consequences

Owning the Leaming Charter

Ages

Hopes and fears for the year
Rights and responsibilities
Rewards and consequences
Safe and fair leaming
environment
6-7 Valuing contributions
Choices
Recognising feelings

Setting personal goals
Self-identity and worth
Positivity in challenges
Rules, rights and
V.N-EPN  responsibilities
Rewards and consequences
7-8 Responsible choices
Seeing things from others”
perspectives

Jigsaw PSHE 3 -11/12 Content Overview

Identifying talents
Being special

Families

Where we live

Making friends
Standing up for yourself

Similarities and differences
Understanding bullying and
knowing how to deal with it

Making new friends

Celebrating the differences

in everyone

Assumptions and
sterectypes sbout gender
Understanding bullying
Standing up for seff and
others

Making new friends
Gender diversity
Celebrating difference and
remaining friends

Families and their
differences

Family conflict and how to
manzage it (child-centred)

Witnessing bullying and how

to solve it

Recognising how words can

be hurtful
Giving and receiving
compliments

Challenges
Perseverance
Goal-setting
Overcoming obstacles
Seeking help

Jobs

Achieving goals

Satting goals
Identifying successes and
achievements

Leaming styles

Warking well and celebrating
achievement with a partner

Tackling new challenges
Identifying and overcoming
obstacles

Feelings of success

Achieving realistic goals
Perseverance

Learning strengths
Learning with others
Group co-operation
Contributing to and sharing
success

Difficult challenges and achieving

success
Dreams and ambitions
Mew challenges
Metivation and enthusiasm
Recoznising and trying to
overcome obstadles

Evaluating learning processes

Managing feelings
Simple budgeting

Exercising bodies
Physical activity
Heaithy food
Slesp

Keeping clean
Safety

Keeping myssif heafthy
Healthier lifestyle choices
Keeping clean

Being safe

Medicine safety/safety with
househald items

Road safety

Linking health and happiness

Motivation
Healthier choices
Relaxation

Healthy eating and nutrition
Healthier snacks and sharing
food

Exercise
Fitness challenges

Food labelling and healthy swaps

Attitudes towards drugs
Keeping safe and why it's
important online and off line
scenarios

Respect for myself and others
Healthy and safe choices

© Copyright Jigsaw PSHE Ltd

Family ife
Friendships

Breaking friendships
Falling out

Dealing with bullying
Being a good friend

Belonging to a family
Making friends/being a good friend
Physical contact preferences
People wha help us

Qualities as a friend and person
Self-acknowledgement

Eeing a good friend to mysalf
Celebrating special relationships

Different types of family
Physical contact boundaries
Friendship and conflict

Secrats

Trust and appreciation

Expressing appreciation for special
relationships

Family roles and responsibilities
Friendship and negotiation

Keeping safe online and who to go to
for help

Being 2 global citizen

Being aware of how my choices affect
others

Awareness of how other children
have different lives

Expressing appreciation for family
and friends

Bodies

Respecting my body
Growing up
Growth and change
Fun and fears
Celebrations

Life cycles — animal and human
Changes in me

Changes since being a baby
Differences between female and
male bodies [corract terminclogy)
Linking growing and learing
Coping with changs

Transition

Life cycles in nature

Growing from young to old
Increasing independence
Differences in female and male
bodies {correct terminology)
Assertiveness

Preparing for transition

How babies grow
Understanding a baby’'s needs
Qutside body changes

Inside body changes

Family stereotypes
Challenging my ideas
Preparing for transition



Age Group

Ages
8-9

Ages

Ages
10-11

Being part of a class team Challenging assumptions
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Hopes and dreams
o - .

Being a schoal citizen Judging by app ce

Rights, responsibilities and Accepting self and others
democracy (school council) Understanding influences
Rewards and L ing bullying
Group decision-making Problem-solving

Having a voice Identifying how special and
What motivates behaviour unigue everyone is

First impressions

Cultural differences and how
they can cause conflict
Racism

Rumours and name-calling
Types of bullying

Material wealth and
happiness

Enjoying and respecting
other cultures

Planning the forthcoming year
Being a citizen

Rights and responsibilities
Rewards and conseguences
How behaviour affects groups
Democracy, having a voice,
participating

Identifying goals for the year
Global citizenship

Perceptions of normality
Understanding disability

Creating new, realistic dreams
Achieving goals

Working in a group
Celebrating contributions
Resilience

Positive attitudes

Future dreams

The impertance of money

Jobs and careers

Dream job and how to get there
Goals in different cultures
Supporting others (charity)
Maotivation

Personal learning goals, in and
out of school

Success criteria

Emotions in success

Making a difference in the world
Muotivation

Children's universal rights Power struggles
Feeling welcome and valued Understanding bullying
Choices, es and Inclusi Jusion
rewards Differences as conflict,
Group dynamics i as i
Democracy, having a voice Empathy

Anti-social behaviour
Role-modelling

Compliments

Healthier friendships
Group dynamics

Smoking

Alcohol

Assertiveness

Peer pressure
Celebrating inner strength

Smoking, including vaping
Alcohol

‘Alcohol and anti-social behaviour
Emergency aid

Body image

Relationships with food

Healthy choices

Motivation and behaviour

Taking personal responsibility
How substances affect the body
Exploitation, including ‘county
lines’ and gang culture
Emotional and mental health
Managing stress

In addition, SMSC is taught using a range of resources:

Jealousy
Love and loss

Memeries of loved ones

Getting on and Falling Out
Girlfriends and boyfriends

Showing appreciation to people and
animals

Self-recognition and self-worth
Building seff-esteem

Safer online communities

Rights and responsibilities online
Online gaming and gambling
Reducing screen time

Dangers of online grooming
SMARRT internet safety rules

Mental health

Identifying mental health worries and
sources of support

Love and loss

Managing feelings

Power and control

Assertiveness

Technology safety

Take responsibility with technology
use

Being unique
Having a baby

Girls and puberty
Confidence in change
Accepting change
Preparing for transition
Environmental change

Self- and body image
Influence of online and media on
bodyimage

Puberty for girls

Puberty for boys

Conception (including IVF]
Growing responsibility

Coping with change

Preparing for transition

Self-image
Body image

Puberty and feelings
Conception to birth
Reflections about change
Physical attraction
Respect and consent
Boyfriends/girHfriends
Sexting

Transition

School council provide children with the opportunities to make improvements

within the school.

Children taking the role of super sixes, sports crew and art ambassadors.

Outside agency visits and resources- including where to access support as

appropriate.

E.g. School choir singing at local events.

There are opportunities for children to be involved with the wider community.

Links with the church are strong and we have regular assemblies led by

representatives from local churches including Plymstock Chapel and St Mary

and All Saints, Plymstock.

The development of a strong home/school link is regarded as very important,

enabling parents and teachers to work in an effective partnership to support

the pupil.

Pupils will be taught to appreciate their local environment and to develop a

sense of responsibility to it.



